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E.M. Yakimova 

THE FREE ELECTIONS PRINCIPLE 

AS ONE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ELECTORAL STANDARDS 

In recent years in the Russian Federation the tendency of noticeable narrowing 

of interpretation of a concept of freedom of choice and principle of free elections is 

planned. The free elections principle, in our opinion, is unreasonably narrowed to 

«lack of coercion to vote on elections». At the same time, the free elections principle 

of much wider and it is categorically impossible to consider it in a separation from 

other rights and freedoms. The freedom of choice is one of the international electoral 

standards that allows to find correct understanding of free elections, than it is offered 

in the Russian practice. 

Keywords: freedoms, elections, free elections, international electoral standard. 
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